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1. Mission Statement 
 
 
Welcome to Brown’s Global Public Health Master’s Program. 
 
Brown's Global Public Health Master's degree program (ScM) prepares students to understand and 
address major global health challenges focusing on health disparities and inequalities in low and middle-
income countries. This program provides rigorous training in research and analytical methods, policy 
and practice, including global health theory and interventions, socio-cultural competence and ethics, 
global health epidemiology and social determinants, and implementation science and evaluation. 
Grounded in Brown’s educational philosophy of strong academic preparation within a framework of 
global community engagement, the core faculty pursue research and programs based on long-term 
commitment to communities and research partners.   
 
The intellectual and scholarly goals of the program are to provide graduate students with rigorous 
training in interdisciplinary approaches to solving global public health challenges, and with professional 
competencies grounded in understanding of the socio-cultural context, the ethics of global engagement, 
and policy and practice, to prepare individuals for professional and research careers in global health.  
The program is centered around a 12 course curriculum, with a required 8 week field experience, 
usually conducted in the summer between years 1 and 2 of the program.   
 
 
 
Core Faculty Members 
 
Angela Bengtson, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Epidemiology 
Angela_Bengtson@brown.edu  
 
Omar Galárraga, PhD MA 
Associate Professor of Health Services, Policy, and Practice 
Omar_Galarraga@brown.edu 
 
Abigail Harrison, PhD MPH 
Associate Professor of Behavioral and Social Sciences, 
Graduate Program Director of the Master's in Global Public Health Program 
Abigail_Harrison@brown.edu 
 
Caroline Kuo, DPhil MPhil 
Associate Professor of Behavioral and Social Sciences,  
Associate Dean for Diversity and Inclusion 
Caroline_Kuo@brown.edu  
 
Mark Lurie, PhD MPH 
Associate Professor of Epidemiology 
Mark_Lurie@brown.edu 
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Stephen McGarvey, PhD MPH 
Professor of Epidemiology,  
Professor of Anthropology,  
Director of the International Health Institute 
Stephen_McGarvey@brown.edu 
 
Don Operario, PhD 
Professor of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Don_Operario@brown.edu 
 
Jennifer Pellowski, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Jennifer_Pellowski@brown.edu 
 
 
Staff 
 
Christine Geib-Ayala 
Administrative Coordinator 
Global Public Health Master’s Program 
Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Christine_Geib-Ayala@brown.edu 
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2. Program Guide  
 
 
Program Description 
 
The program will require 12 courses total (9 required courses and 3 electives with requirement that 2 of 
these electives be outside of public health to strengthen interdisciplinary training within the program), a 
thesis, and a substantive 8-week fieldwork experience in a LMIC setting (see page 9 for additional 
detail). The 12-course program can be completed in 3-4 semesters. The 8-week fieldwork experience, 
intended to foster deep engagement with and understanding of a global public health topic and setting, 
will occur during the summer between academic years 1 and 2. Students will be encouraged to conduct 
their fieldwork placements at institutions where Brown program faculty members have active 
collaborations (e.g., University of Cape Town – South Africa; Moi University – Kenya; University of 
Ghana; Ministry of Health of Samoa; Department of Health of American Samoa; Clinica Condesa – 
Mexico City, Mexico; Anhui Medical University – China; University of the Philippines). However, students 
may select alternate fieldwork placement sites with program approval. 
 

Coursework 
 
An overview of required courses and their sequence is presented in the table on page 5.   
 

Electives 
 
Students are required to take 3 electives, with the requirement that 2 of these electives are outside of 
the School of Public Health.  These electives may be in a range of departments and disciplines, 
including Anthropology, Sociology, Population Studies, the School of Engineering, and the Watson 
Institute for International and Public Affairs.  This requirement is intended to enhance interdisciplinary 
training and to maximize engagement with other departments and faculty at Brown University.  A list of 
possible elective courses will be posted in time for the spring registration period which will occur late in 
the 2018 fall semester.  The website Courses@Brown is a useful guide for students to learn about 
courses offered across the university. 
 

Advising and Mentorship 
 

Coursework will be complemented with intensive mentoring and advising of students by the global 
health faculty about their research and career goals.  Global health faculty have learned from 
experience that regular advice is necessary for good progress on identifying and developing thesis 
research goals and for providing career guidance and professional development.  Brown’s model of 
mentoring and student development includes intensive, hands-on interaction and individually-focused 
programs of mentorship and training, which will help students to acquire the basic skills needed for 
global engagement in their summer placements, and for broader success in global public health 
research and practice.   

https://cab.brown.edu/
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Coursework for Global Public Health Master’s (ScM) 
 

Sequence and Course 
Required / 

Elective Instructor 

Semester 1 (Fall) 

PHP 2710 – Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Disability 
and Death in the Global South  Required Stephen 

McGarvey  

PHP 2730 – Including the Excluded: Global Health 
Ethics  Required Caroline Kuo 

PHP 2507 – Biostatistics and Applied Data Analysis I Required Annie Gjelsvik 

PHP 2120 – Introduction to Methods in Epidemiologic 
Research  
OR  
PHP 2150 – Foundations in Epidemiologic Research 
Methods (M) 

Required 

2120 - Mark Lurie 
OR 
2150 - Brandon 
Marshall 

 
Semester 2 (Spring) 

PHP 2720 – Implementing Public Health Programs and 
Interventions in the Global South  Required Jennifer Pellowski 

PHP 2740 – Learning Global Health by Doing Global 
Health Required Abigail Harrison 

PHP 2508 – Biostatistics and Data Analysis II Required Annie Gjelsvik/ 
Crystal Linkletter 

1000- or 2000-level Course Non-SPH 
Elective TBD 

 
Semester 3 (Fall) – Capstone Semester 

PHP 2750 – Communicating and Disseminating Global 
Public Health Research  Required Don Operario 

PHP 2760 – Critical Perspectives in Global Health  Required Abigail Harrison 

2000-level Course in Public Health SPH Elective TBD 

1000- or 2000-level Course Non-SPH 
Elective TBD 
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Public Health 1001 
 

The School of Public Health has developed an on-line, non-credit, modular course covering the scope of 
public health (Public Health 1001) to meet the requirements of the accrediting organization for the 
School of Public Health (i.e., The Council on Education for Public Health). Students are required to 
receive instruction in the breadth of public health. There is no charge for the on-line course. The course 
presents one module at a time; three in the fall and three in the spring semester. 
 
Each module is made up of 3-5 sessions, each created by a Brown faculty member. Modules are set up 
to run for one scheduled week per session, during which the faculty member for that session will be 
available for questions using an online discussion. However, students can complete the module at their 
own pace, though faculty will not be available outside of their scheduled week. Students in a degree 
program that is represented by a module do not complete that specific module.  If a student can 
document that they have either or both of these two requirements from previous coursework, a waiver 
can be granted at the discretion of the degree program. 
 

Data Programming Course 
 
It is recommended that students take at least one course in data programming.  
Many of the required courses for the GPH Master’s program will introduce other software and analytical 
packages, such as STATA, SPSS, and NVivo for qualitative data analysis.  There are different options 
for non-credit courses to develop skills in this area.  
 

SAS Programming 1: Essentials 
https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?ctry=us&crs=PROG1 
is designed as a basic introduction to SAS and must be completed by the end of the first term by all 
students unless a waiver is obtained from the GPD. The emphasis is on data management (including 
how to read in different types of data, formatting, and creating variables) and, programming univariate 
comparisons - https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?id=2588&ctry=US#s1=3 

SAS Programming 2: Data Management 
https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?ctry=us&crs=PROG2, which must be completed by the 2nd 
semester, includes more advanced data management, including do loops and arrays, as well as 
summarizing, reading, and writing different types of data. The online learning is self-paced, but students 
are encouraged to start the training early in the first semester. Epidemiology courses offered during the 
second term will assume the online SAS courses have been completed and that the students 
understand the material in the training. 
 
 

Research Ethics Training in the School of Public Health (RCR Training) 
All first-year master’s students are required to successfully complete “Responsible Conduct in Research 
(RCR) Training.” This five-week introduction to the scope and complexity of ethical situations that 
confront modern public health practitioners is led by the School's Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
(Melissa Clark). Training covers multiple topics including: the context and history of ethical research 
practices within public health; research misconduct; the peer review process and its purpose; publication 
practices and responsible authorship; practical and ethical issues in human-subjects research; data 
acquisition, storage, and privacy; use of electronic resources; recognizing and navigating conflicts of 
interest; the mentoring relationship and associated responsibilities of mentors and trainees; and societal 
impact of public health research. Discussion of the ethics of diversity is incorporated to convey an 
appreciation for the fact that differences of race, culture, age, gender, disability, and religion can affect 
the conduct and interpretation of research. The training includes presentations, short illustrative films 
specific to public health research issues, and small group discussion of hypothetical and real scenarios 

https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?ctry=us&amp;amp%3Bcrs=PROG1
https://support.sas.com/edu/schedules.html?ctry=us&amp;amp%3Bcrs=PROG2
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drawn from current literature and the news media. Supplemental materials and homework assignments 
are provided through the Collaborative Institutional Review Board Training Initiative (CITI) program 
online system. School of Public Health faculty and University staff from the Office of Vice President for 
Research and Research Administration participate as presenters and discussants along with students. 
Successful completion of this course includes attendance at all meetings and passing the written final 
examination. 
Additional resources are available at the Research at Brown, RCR website: 
 

 
 
The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) Program, which provides research ethics 
education, will be completed in Caroline Kuo’s PHP2025 course. This certification will be needed to 
work on any Brown University affiliated projects that involve human subjects. In addition, because many 
projects are NIH funded, please also complete Good Clinical Practice training. Directions are below.  
 
CITI Directions  
1. Go to: https://about.citiprogram.org/en/homepage 
2. Each person should create a user name and password. Choose Brown University as your affiliation.  
3. Choose the "Group 1" Basic Course. It's quite lengthy and will take several hours to complete. If you 
cannot finish during class time, you can go in and out of the course as many times as you need.  
4. Once you pass, a completion report can be generated. This lasts for 3 years.  
5. Please print a hard copy of CITI certification to keep as part your records. Also save the CITI 
certification electronically to share with project collaborators.  
 
Good Clinical Practice (GCP) training:  
1. Free training is accessible here: https://gcp.nidatraining.org 
2. Please print a hard copy of GCP certification to keep as part of our project records. Also save the 
GCP certification electronically to share with project collaborators. 
 
 
Program Structure and Curriculum  
 
The Master’s in Global Public Health coursework consists of 12 courses, of which 9 are required and 3 
are electives (1 public health elective and 2 electives from other disciplines), with a practicum or field 
placement in the summer following Year 1. All courses will be 1000- and 2000-level courses, with no 
exceptions. The program can be completed in 3 to 4 semesters. Instruction will emphasize 
interdisciplinary perspectives on global health, including complex determinants of global health 
problems, social and contextual factors shaping health outcomes and health policy, and comparative 
perspectives on health systems. Development of broad conceptual, analytical, and communication skill 
sets will be emphasized, building on foundational courses in public health methods and social and 
behavioral science. Coursework will be complemented with intensive mentoring and advising of students 
by the global health faculty about their research and career goals. We know from experience in global 
health that regular advice is necessary for good progress on identifying and developing thesis research 
goals and for providing career guidance and professional development. Brown’s model of mentoring and 
student development includes intensive, hands-on interaction and individually-focused programs of 
mentorship and training, which will help students to acquire the basic skills needed for global 
engagement in their summer placements, and for broader success in global public health research and 
practice. To achieve these goals for global public health students, we will also pursue Brown’s signature 

https://www.brown.edu/research/rcr 

https://www.brown.edu/research/rcr
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model of global engagement, working closely with our designated global partner institutions to further 
these learning goals in the field, and to educate our students to best support the global public health 
missions of these institutions. 
 
A core philosophy of the new global health program is the rich interdisciplinary nature of public health 
research and practice. To reflect the importance of interdisciplinary approaches, we have created a first-
semester interdisciplinary seminar (PHP2710) that will provide students with an overview of 
perspectives on global health research and engagements from different disciplinary approaches. The 
course will focus on understanding the leading causes of death in the global south from a variety of 
disciplinary perspectives, including epidemiology, sociology, anthropology, demography, economics and 
clinical medicine. The course will feature invited guests from across campus to represent their discipline, 
and students will identify areas of theoretical and methodological convergence (as well as divergence) in 
order to appreciate the varied disciplinary approaches to global health research and engagement. 
 
In addition to this seminar, required courses include a core graduate epidemiology course (PHP 2120 or 
2150, both taught during Fall semester), a two-semester biostatistics and data analysis course (PHP 
2507 and 2508, taught during Fall and Spring semesters, respectively).  
 
Development of the master’s thesis proposal and advising related to the summer fieldwork practicum will 
be built into required GPH courses.  For example, in Semester I courses students will undertake a 
literature review in their area of interest.  In Semester II, students will prepare for the summer fieldwork 
practicum with a focused set of academic and other preparatory activities.  For most students, the 
master’s thesis will be built on the summer internship experience.     
 
A more detailed description of new Global Public Health courses in the School of Public Health required 
for the degree is listed in Appendix 1.  
 
 
Summer Fieldwork/Practicum 
 
The global summer fieldwork/practicum will be a required supervised 8-week research training 
experience for all Master’s in Global Public Health students, and will in most cases serve as the basis 
for the master’s thesis to be written in the final semester of the program. Intensive fieldwork allows 
students to apply theoretical and methodological skills to real global health settings. SPH faculty have 
ongoing research in a number of locations, including South Africa, Samoa, American Samoa, Kenya, 
Ghana, Ethiopia, China, Mexico, and the Philippines, and Brown has many other opportunities for 
connecting with faculty members working internationally. The University’s Office of Global Engagement 
maintains a list of faculty projects and is an important resource for students seeking to work overseas, 
and the Global Health Initiative, a clearinghouse for global health resources, is also an important source 
of information for students via its weekly listserve. In preparation for engaging in summer fieldwork, 
students must complete human subjects CITI certification and obtain IRB approval for their project.  
 
Timeline and important dates:  Students must submit a 1 paragraph description of their proposed 
fieldwork experience/summer practicum to the Administrative Coordinator and the Graduate Program 
Director by the end of the first program semester (December 15th).  A full proposal for the summer 
research experience/practicum is due on or before March 1st.   
 
Funding for the summer practicum will be provided through the Global Public Health program. Funding 
will be awarded on the basis of a competitively written proposal, which will be reviewed and approved by 
a Global Public Health faculty committee.  Students will receive funding decisions by early April.   
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The proposal will be modeled on Brown’s existing Global Health Scholars program, administered 
through the Global Health Initiative:   https://www.brown.edu/initiatives/global-health/framework-global-
health-program/framework-global-health-program. 
 
For this funding opportunity, students are required to submit a 5 page funding proposal including the 
following sections:  title, location, name of foreign institution, dates of study period, objective and specific 
aims, background and significance, methods, data collection procedures, plan for data analysis, plan for 
dissemination, and a detailed budget. A current CV and letters of support from the host institution and a 
Brown faculty mentor are required. If required, IRB approval must be obtained prior to commencing the 
summer research practicum.        
 
 

Related Activities  
 
Global Health Colloquia – Core faculty for the Master’s in Global Public Health will organize a monthly 
colloquia series, in partnership with the International Health Institute, to feature research presentations 
by global health experts from across the University who can contribute to a diverse interdisciplinary 
conversation about global health research, methods, theory, and practice. Colloquia will be open to all 
members of the University.  
 
Career Panel – The program will organize a career panel every Spring semester with professional 
representatives (including alumni) working in key global health organizations, including governmental 
and non-governmental agencies, academia and research institutions, and private industry. The Career 
Panel will be open to all members of the University.  
 
Fieldwork Safety Workshops – Master’s in Global Public Health students will participate in a required 
half-day workshop at the beginning of each summer, before students embark on their summer 
fieldwork/practicum. Workshops will review common safety and security issues encountered in the field, 
and will review protocols to maximize safety. 
  

https://www.brown.edu/initiatives/global-health/framework-global-health-program/framework-global-health-program
https://www.brown.edu/initiatives/global-health/framework-global-health-program/framework-global-health-program
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3. Student Evaluations 
 
 
Students will be evaluated on a semester by semester basis and receive a progress letter indicating 
their academic standing by January 31st and June 30th. Students must maintain a B average to be 
considered in good academic standing.  
 
Students must complete the Global Public Health Program Checklist and submit it to the Administrative 
Coordinator by December 1st  and June 1st. Please see Appendix 2 for the program checklist.   
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4. Master’s Thesis Requirements 
 
 
All Global Public Health students are required to complete a thesis.  Development of a Master’s thesis is 
an ongoing process during the student’s academic program. Thesis projects may be descriptive 
research, investigative research, public health policy development or assessment, or a program 
evaluation.  An implementation science framework is encouraged.  The thesis must have an analytic 
component, which may be qualitative, or quantitative, or both. The thesis must also have utility, with 
some application for global health research, policy and action. 
 
 
Format 
 
The Global Public Health Master’s thesis will follow the standard format for Brown master’s theses in the 
School of Public Health.  The thesis is expected to be equivalent to a scientific research paper of 
publishable quality.  Master’s theses are typically 25-30 pages in length, although there is no required 
length.  The Graduate School has compiled detailed instructions to help graduate students with the 
preparation and presentation of the Master’s Thesis. These instructions are located at the following 
website: 
 

 
 
Requirements 
 
Students must submit a copy of their thesis proposal to the Administrative Coordinator and Graduate 
Program Director at the end of the second semester, with a deadline of June 1st.  
 
Please see a copy of the thesis proposal form in the Appendix 3.  
 
 
 
Submission 
 
Beginning in Fall 2019 graduate students are eligible to have degrees conferred, and to receive their 
diploma, on three different dates over the course of the academic year: 
 

October (for students who complete their terminal* degree requirements the preceding summer 
term) 
 - Thesis Defense Deadline/Grade Deadline – Friday 09/13/19 
 
February (for students who complete their terminal* requirements the preceding fall term) 
 - Thesis Defense Deadline/Grade Deadline - Friday 01/17/20 
 
May (at Commencement, for students who complete their requirements over the preceding 
spring term) 
 - Thesis Defense Deadline/Grade Deadline - Friday 5/1/20 

 

Graduate School – Master’s Thesis Guidelines 

https://www.brown.edu/academics/gradschool/masters-thesis-guidelines
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Students must submit their thesis electronically. When the thesis is presented to the Graduate School, it 
must be in final form. It may not be revised in any way after it is submitted.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

NOTE: In addition to providing the Graduate School with the required number of 
copies of the ScM dissertation, the student must also provide the Graduate Program 
Director for the Global Public Health program and each committee member both a 
printed and electronic copy of the thesis. These copies should be submitted to the 
Administrative Coordinator. 

NOTE: The Graduate School requires all master's theses to be submitted by May 1 
for May graduation.  
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5. Master’s Advising Guideline 
 
 
Students are required to meet with their academic advisors twice a semester but it is encouraged to 
meet monthly.   
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6. Seminars 
 
 
For the 2019-2020 academic year, students are required to attend the Seminar Series “Global 
Conversations”, co-sponsored by the International Health Institute and Global Public Health. Seminars 
will be announced throughout the semester. For any questions on the date/time of the seminars or the 
speakers, please reach out to the Administrative Coordinator.    
 
Within the School of Public Health, regular seminars – many with a global health focus – are hosted by 
the Departments of Behavioral and Social Health Sciences, Biostatistics and Health Services, Policy 
and Practice, as well as many research centers (Centers for Alcohol and Addiction Studies, Center for 
Health Equity Research, and the Center for Evidence Synthesis and Health).   
 
Students are also encouraged to attend additional events or seminars: 
 
Population Studies Training Center 
Watson Institute for International & Public Affairs  
Global Health Initiative 
Africa Initiative  
Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (CLACS) 
Center for Environmental Health and Technology 
 
 
 
  

https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/research/international-health/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/global/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/bss/?utm_source=SPHAcademics&utm_medium=sitelink
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/biostats/?utm_source=SPHAcademics&utm_medium=sitelink
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/hspp/?utm_source=SPHAcademics&utm_medium=sitelink
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/hspp/?utm_source=SPHAcademics&utm_medium=sitelink
https://www.brown.edu/public-health/caas/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/cher/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/cher/
https://www.brown.edu/public-health/cesh/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/population-studies/
https://watson.brown.edu/
https://www.brown.edu/initiatives/global-health/framework-global-health-program/framework-global-health-program
https://watson.brown.edu/events/series/africa-initiative-speaker-series
https://watson.brown.edu/clacs/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/research/environmental-health-technology/
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7. Research and Teaching Opportunities for ScM Students 
 
 
We encourage students to participate in research projects with department faculty. Students can assist 
with conducting literature reviews, field work, data entry, statistical analyses, and manuscript 
preparation. These projects can be related to the student’s ScM thesis. In some cases, faculty may pay 
students to work on these projects as a research assistant (RA) on either a 10 or 20 hour per week 
model. 
 
Second year ScM students may also work as paid supplemental teaching assistants (TAs) for 
introductory public health or epidemiology courses. Students interested in working as a TA should 
contact the Administrative Coordinator so they can be added to the pool of available TAs. 
 
During a given semester, students should spend no more than 20 hours per week on activities related to 
their TA or RA. It is acceptable for a student to work for 10 hours per week as an RA and another 10 
hours per week as a TA. 
 
Students must be in good academic standing to be a TA or RA. 
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Appendix 1. Description of Global Public Health Courses 
 
 
1. The Leading Causes of Disease and Death in the Global South: Students will possess skills to 
analyze multi-level etiological factors that influence infectious and non-communicable diseases and 
leading causes of morbidity in LMIC settings, including biological, sociocultural, behavioral, political-
economic, historical, environmental, and evolutionary factors that determine health. 
 
2) Designing Global Public Health Research: They will develop skills to write a research proposal 
addressing a relevant global health problem. They will be able to develop a conceptual model to guide 
the research protocol, and select appropriate methodological and evaluation strategies to test their 
research hypothesis and/or evaluate their public health intervention. 
 
3) Implementing Public Health Programs and Interventions in the Global South: Students will gain skills 
related to implementation and evaluation of public health programs in LMIC settings.  Students will 
demonstrate understanding of epidemiological and behavioral approaches to hypothesis generation and 
study design, including qualitative research, survey research, observational study designs (cross-
sectional, case control, cohort studies), randomized controlled trials and intervention research. They will 
be able to determine appropriate methodological approaches, including the use of mixed- 
methodologies, for a range of global public health problems. They will be able to methodologically 
appraise the quality of research reports and become critical consumers/users of research evidence. 

 
4) Ethics of Global Public Health Partnerships and Collaborations: Students will develop an 
understanding of ethics principles that must guide engagement in global health work. They will 
understand the role of community-collaborative research and multi-sectoral partnerships in LMIC 
settings. They will develop and submit an IRB protocol for review and approval. They will learn strategies 
for communicating process and outcome findings from global health research and evaluation to diverse 
audiences. 
 
5) Critical Perspectives on Global Public Health and Topics in Policy and International Development: 
For Semester III, two new Global Public Health courses are under development.   These courses are 
currently listed as Communicating and Disseminating Global Public Health Research (Operario) and 
Social and Analytical Approaches to Global Health (Harrison).    

 
Through these courses, students will develop an understanding of the role of social, political, economic, 
and cultural contexts that shape the implementation and delivery of effective and ethical public health 
programs. They will gain familiarity with development theories and frameworks that are relevant to global 
health research and programming. Will demonstrate an understanding of key international development 
agencies involved in global health.  Students will engage in a critical writing exercise (integrated with 
their thesis) as part of this seminar experience.   
 
6) Global Health Practicum: Students will participate in an 8-week global health fieldwork experience in 
which they implement a specific research project (after obtaining IRB approval). Research findings from 
this global health practicum will serve as the basis for the student’s Master’s thesis. 
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Appendix 2. Program Checklist 
 
 
Student Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 Semester 

Completed Notes 

9 Core Courses for Credit & 2 Non-Credit 

PHP 2710 Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Disability & 
Death in the Global South  

  

PHP 2730 Including the Excluded: Global Health Ethics    

PHP 2507 Biostatistics and Applied Data Analysis I   

PHP 2120 Introduction to Methods in Epidemiologic 
Research  
OR  
PHP 2150 Foundations in Epidemiologic Research Methods  

  

PHP 2720 Implementing Public Health Programs and 
Interventions in the Global South  

  

PHP 2740 Learning Global Health by Doing Global Health: 
Global Health 

  

PHP 2508 Biostatistics and Data Analysis II   

PHP 2750 Communicating and Disseminating Global Public 
Health Research  

  

PHP 2760 Critical Perspectives in Global Health    

PHP1001 (Non-Credit)   

RCR (Non-Credit)   

   

2 Non-SPH Elective 

Elective Chosen:   

Elective Chosen:   

   

1 SPH Elective 

Elective Chosen:   

   

8-Week International Internship 
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Appendix 3. Thesis Proposal Form 
 

Proposal for the GPH Thesis  
 
Due by the completion of the first week of classes in the student’s second semester. 

 
Students must submit this proposal form to their thesis advisor and reader, accompanied by a 
description of the thesis aims, background justification, methodology, data source and analysis (if 
appropriate), and timeline. In an in-person meeting, students must be able to clearly define and 
justify their thesis project to the thesis advisor and reader. In that meeting students should be 
ready to discuss necessary approvals for their summer research plans and details of planned 
collaborations.  
 
If primary data collection is planned, proposals will need to be submitted for IRB review. IRB 
approval timelines can take three to four months, and in some cases partner institution as well 
as Brown Uni IRB may be required. Submission to the IRB is recommended as early as possible 
to allow sufficient time for review prior to summer field work.  
 
Click here for more information from the Brown IRB office. 
 
 
Students should then submit the completed proposal form, including appropriate signatures, to the 
GPH Graduate Program Director for final approval. Students will receive an email from the GPH 
Academic Coordinator confirming approval of the thesis project. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Name 
 
Thesis Proposal Title 
 
Signature Date 

The Thesis Proposal must be approved by the thesis advisor and reader, as well 
as by the GPH Graduate Program Director 
 
 
 
 

https://www.brown.edu/research/conducting-research-brown/research-compliance-irb-iacuc-coi-export-control/hrpp-irb-home-page


 
 

 

 
 
 

Thesis Advisor 

Name 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Email address 

□ I have read and approve this thesis 
proposal and I agree to serve as the thesis 
advisor for this project. 

Signature Date 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

GPH Graduate Program Director 

This Master’s of Global Public Health Thesis 
Proposal has been approved. 

Signature Date 

Thesis Advisor 

Name 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Email address 

□ I have read and approve this thesis proposal 
and I agree to serve as the thesis advisor for 
this project. 

Signature Date 

 

 
Please develop a thesis timeline that includes deadlines for the following, as 
appropriate: 

 
□     Complete background literature review 

□     Identify data source (if applicable) 

□     Begin data collection (if applicable) 

□     Begin data analysis (if applicable) 

□     Submit progress report to thesis advisor, reader, and GPD 

□     Submit first full draft to thesis advisor and reader 

□     Submit revised draft to thesis advisor and reader 

□     Submit final approved thesis to Graduate School 
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Appendix 4. Template to Help Conceptualize and Design Thesis 

or Dissertation Topic Papers 
 
 

Thesis Title:  

Brief Background:  

Research Question:  

Data Source (e.g., Women’s 
Health Initiative): 

 
 

Estimated Sample Size:  

Source Population (Persons, 
place, & time): 

 

Primary Exposure(s):  

Primary Outcome(s):  

Potential Confounders and/or 
Covariates (age, sex, race, 
and SES): 

 

Potential Modifiers (e.g., sex 
or race): 

 

Analytic Methods (e.g., logistic 
or linear regression): 

 

Effect Measures to be 
Estimated (e.g., relative risk 
of disease among those with 
exposure compared to those 
without): 
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